Science within the Foundation Stage at West Butterwick C of E Primary School

Science skills and knowledge do not feature explicitly within the Early Years Curriculum but elements can be found in a number of different aspects with the main one being Understanding the World: The World.  

	Personal, social and Emotional Development: Self-confidence and self-awareness

30-50 months
• Can select and use activities and resources with help.
Early Learning Goal
They will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities.
	Understanding the World: The World

30-50mths
• Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as the place where they live or the natural world.
• Talk about some of the things they have observed, such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.
• Talk about why things happen and how things work.
• Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.
• Show care and concern for living things and the environment.
40-60 months
•  Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.
Early Learning Goal
Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another.
	Communication and Language: Speaking 

30-50months
• Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next, recall and relive past experiences.
• Questions why things happen and gives explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, when, how.
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences.
40-60 months
• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.
• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events.
Early Learning Goal
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future.

	Communication and Language: Understanding 

30-50 months 
• Understands use of objects (e.g. “What do we use to cut things?’)
• Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.
40-60 months
• Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion.
Early Learning Goal
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.

	Physical Development: Health and Self Care

30-50mths
• Observe the effects of physical activity on their bodies.
40-60 months
• Eat a healthy range of foodstuffs and understand a need for variety in food.
• Show some understanding that good practices with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute to good health.
Early Learning Goal
Know the importance for good health of physical exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe.
	Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring using media and materials

30-50mths
• Begin to be interested in and describe the texture of things.
40-60 months 
• Experiments to create different textures.
• Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect.
• Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary.
Early Learning Goal
They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
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